
	Domestic Violence

	A Whole School Approach to Supporting Children and Families Experiencing Domestic Violence

	

	A practical tool to help school leaders review their approach to addressing domestic violence issues across the whole school.

	

	

	

	



How big is the problem in Ealing?

· 663 primary and 197 secondary school pupils said that there had been violence at home between adults that frightened them at least once a week. 120 primary and 49 secondary pupils said this happened every day or almost every day. (Ealing HRBS, 2011)

· Domestic violence has an enormous effect on the children in the family. Nearly three- quarters of children considered 'at risk' by Social Services are living in households where one of their parents/carers is abusing the other. A high proportion of these children are themselves being abused - either physically or sexually - by the same perpetrator. (Estimates vary between 30% to 66% depending upon the study) (Women’s Aid)

·  5014 domestic violence incidents recorded by the police across Ealing in 2010/11
· 59% of children referred to social services due to domestic violence are aged 1 – 12 years.  Nationally, 85% of children involved in gangs have domestic violence in their background (DV Research in Ealing, University of Warwick, June 2011)

· 3 out of the 4 extended services locality partnerships identified domestic violence as a significant problem within their schools and a priority for coordinated action (September 2011)

AIM

The aim of this document is to provide school leaders with a practical tool to help review the whole school approach to promoting healthy relationships and identifying and supporting children and parents experiencing domestic abuse in the home. By using the review tool, schools can examine their existing practice in relation to promoting healthy relationships and supporting pupils and parents experiencing domestic violence and identify areas for further development.

HOW TO USE THE REVIEW TOOL

· The review should be led by a senior leader within school and ideally will be carried out at a leadership meeting.  

· Columns 1 – 4 identify what best practice looks like in relation to pupils, staff and parents at each of the four thresholds of need. 

· Column 5 describes what provision should look like in a school in order to be best practice

· Column 6 provides a space for the leadership team to RAG rate the current provision/systems in the school 

Red = the school does not currently provide this.   Amber = the school partly provides this.   Green = the school does provide this

· Column 7 provides information about who can help the school to address any areas given a Red or Amber rating

KEY CONTACTS

There are a number of teams within the local authority who can provide advice and/or support to schools when addressing the outcomes of the whole school domestic violence review and their contact details are listed at the end of this document.

Instructions:

Please complete the review and return the results to the local authority by Friday 14th June 2013 either by post:

Sarah Thompson

Extended Services

2nd Floor NE

Perceval House

14-16 Uxbridge Road

Ealing

W5 2HL

Or by entering the results at the following link:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DomesticViolenceReviewTool
Please remember to include the NAME OF YOUR SCHOOl so we know who has returned the review.

NAME OF SCHOOL: ____________________________________________
LEVEL 1 – All children and families.  Universal support, awareness raising and prevention

	Best Practice
	Current practice in our school


	Who can help?

	For staff
	For pupils
	For parents
	In our school we ensure….


	Red 

Amber 

Green 
	Organisations that can provide support for each area

	Provide all staff with basic domestic violence awareness information

Inform staff of the statistics and knowledge that DV is an issue in our schools

Ensure PSHE/SEAL curriculum is in place.
	PSHE/SEAL curriculum in school to promote emotional health. Topics including:

- unwanted touch

- keeping safe

- healthy relationships

- respecting others

- bullying prevention

- gender stereotypes

- self esteem

- who to go to for help

- feeling angry

Make school a safe place where pupils can discuss, disclose and ask for help 

Display materials from support organisations, e.g. childline
	Provide DV information through family information points

Run sessions  for parents at school, such as coffee morning,  addressing a range of health topics which can include information on DV. Invite local organisations along to speak, e.g. SAFE
Run groups  for parents to provide parents with emotional support and confidence, e.g. Family Links parenting groups, family SEAL sessions etc.
	All staff receive basic DV awareness information


	
	DV guidance for Schools document available from Health in Schools Team. karen.gibson@ealing.gov.uk 

	
	
	
	The Ealing PSHE scheme of work is delivered consistently across all year groups
	
	PSHE scheme of work available from Health in Schools Team. DV issues Contact: karen.gibson@ealing.gov.uk 

	
	
	
	The school ethos is welcoming to parents, e.g. regular formal and informal sessions, information provided on support services such as SAFE, key members of staff build relationships with parents, e.g. PSAs, school nurse, welfare
	
	Advice with planning a session available from Extended Services Team – contact: sthompson@ealing.gov.uk. 

Parent session resources available at www.fronter.com/ealing in the healthy schools room/mindthegapconference

	
	
	
	Parents provided with access to parenting groups either directly on the school site or through promotion of the LA run parenting programmes
	
	Ealing Parenting Service offer a range of parenting courses and can sometimes train school staff to deliver. Contact ksubanney@ealing.gov.uk 

	
	
	
	Materials from support organisations such as Childline are displayed around the school
	
	Contact: Childline 0800 1111


LEVEL 2 – Children and families with additional needs. Pupils possibly being exposed to or involved in incidents of DV

	Best Practice
	Current practice in our school


	Who can help?

	For staff
	For pupils
	For parents
	In our school we ensure….


	Red 

Amber 

Green 
	Organisations that can provide support for each area

	Provide all staff with knowledge of identifying signs / symptoms of potential DV occurrences in the home.

Training for key staff (Designated Teacher, PSAs etc) on referral routes for children and parents in case of disclosure. Also knowledge of support networks for parents, e.g. ABC project.

Ensure all staff aware that DV is a safeguarding issue and are familiar with the safeguarding and confidentiality policies
	Staff to follow support processes identified by school in providing immediate support / referral after a disclosure.

Safeguarding lead to assess and refer if necessary (use the DV matrix to identify level of risk and changes over time)

If having an effect on class, circle time sessions can be used to focus on supportive relationship.

Provide access to after school clubs such as homework 


	Make parents aware that school is supportive and that they can use the school to find avenues for help, e.g. invite in organisations such as SAFE and the school nurse to talk to parents
	All staff have participated in training about identifying signs of DV and it is repeated at regular intervals to ensure new staff are captured
	
	EASE charity can deliver whole school training from 1 hour to a whole day – a small fee is charged. Contact 

jackie.sear@empowering-action.org.uk 

	
	
	
	Key staff have attended ESCB training about identifying and supporting victims of DV. Key staff are aware of and know how to use the DV matrix.


	
	DV in Schools 2 hour training sessions available free  until July 2013 – places can be booked www.ealingcpd.org.uk 

Further training on DV available via Ealing Safeguarding Children Board

www.ealing.gov.uk

	
	
	
	Up to date information about the key agencies able to provide support is available and accessible to staff within the school
	
	DV guidance for Schools document available from Health in Schools Team. Contact: kgibson@ealing.gov.uk

	
	
	
	Additional support is available in school for individual pupils, e.g. counsellor, clinical psychologist etc
	
	Contact the extended services team for an overview of the various counselling / therapeutic services in Ealing schools. Contact: sthompson@ealing.gov.uk

	
	
	
	Circle time is an approach used across the whole school and teachers are confident in delivering it 


	
	Contact the Health in Schools Team for advice. Contact:

kgibson@ealing.gov.uk 


LEVEL 3 – Children and families with complex needs.  Pupil is living in a family environment where DV is a known issue
	Best Practice
	Current practice in our school


	Who can help?

	For staff
	For pupils
	For parents
	In our school we ensure that…..


	Red 

Amber 

Green 
	Organisations that can provide support for each area

	Develop processes for informing key staff about a particular child if it is known that there is DV in the home. This may include reception and support staff if appropriate as the child’s attendance and behaviour may be affected.

Provide support information to staff in supporting children where it is known that DV is an issue.


	Pupils to be supported by all staff engaged with them, acknowledgment of trying external circumstances (school start times, uniforms and resources may be an issue while they are getting re-established in a new environment after possible flight or re-housing)
Provide support that aims to overcome the negative effect of abuse:

-targeted groups, e.g. SEAL

-1-1 support, e.g. SENCO, school counsellor, clinical psychologist 
	Make parents aware that school is supportive and they can use the school to find avenues for help.

Be aware of times when families are most vulnerable – when they have just left the home environment to flee
	There is a process in place for informing key staff of known DV in a child’s home
	
	School led action

	
	
	
	Staff are provided with advice/ guidelines on how to support a child and parent experiencing DV in the home
	
	DV guidance for Schools document available from Health in Schools Team. Contact: kgibson@ealing.gov.uk

	
	
	
	Staff are aware of how to access information about DV advice and support services
	
	EASE charity can deliver whole school training from 1 hour to a whole day – a small fee is charged. Contact 

jackie.sear@empowering-action.org.uk


	
	
	
	A trusted member of staff is available to meet with the parent and offer support when the parent feels they need it, including information on support services, e.g. SAFE, EASE etc
	
	School led action


LEVEL 4 – Children and families with acute needs. Crisis – pupil or family demonstrating immediate danger associated with DV 

	Best Practice
	Current practice in our school


	Who can help?

	For staff
	For pupils
	For parents
	In our school we ensure that…..


	Red 

Amber 

Green 
	Organisations that can provide support for each area

	If a pupil is in immediate danger and at risk to themselves or others, follow school safeguarding procedures.

At this point the police may need to be directly involved
	Immediate help secured and child protected from harm to self/others
	If other family members are at immediate risk of harm, they should be considered in any action taken.
	All staff receive safeguarding training every 2 years to ensure they are aware of the safeguarding procedures and what to do if a child or parent is in immediate harm as a result of DV
	
	Safeguarding training is available via the Ealing Safeguarding Children Board

www.ealing.gov.uk
Whole school safeguarding training can be organised via tgalvin@ealing.gov.uk T. 020 8825 5501


Key Contacts and Useful Documents



Key contacts:


Health Improvement In Schools Team – Health in Schools Team can provide advice and practical support with implementing the PSHE curriculum, delivering whole school SEAL and developing your anti-bullying work. Contact: Karen Gibson, Health Improvement Adviser, � HYPERLINK "mailto:karen.gibson@ealing.gov.uk" �karen.gibson@ealing.gov.uk�  T. 020 8825 7707. 


SAFE 0-18 Team - each SAFE team has a specialist Family Safety Worker DV who can provide support to children and parents experiencing domestic violence. Schools can contact the workers direct for advice but referrals must be made through the Ealing Children’s Integrated Response Team. Contact: Acton/Ealing – Linda St Louis T. 020 8825 9315 E. � HYPERLINK "mailto:stlouisl@ealing.gov.uk" �stlouisl@ealing.gov.uk�   Greenford/Northolt/Perivale – Pat Chapman T. 020 8842 0220 � HYPERLINK "mailto:E.chapmanpa@ealing.gov.uk" �E.chapmanpa@ealing.gov.uk�  Southall - Vivienne Townsend T.  020 8825 9729 E. � HYPERLINK "mailto:townsendv@ealing.gov.uk" �townsendv@ealing.gov.uk�  


Ealing Children’s Integrated Response Service (ECIRS) is a single point of contact for any concern about the welfare of a child or young person, including child protection referrals. Contact: 020 8825 8000


Extended Services Team - the extended services team can advise and support schools with planning and delivering sessions for parents, engaging other agencies and developing enrichment activities for pupils. Contact: Sarah Thompson, Extended Services Adviser, � HYPERLINK "mailto:sthompson@ealing.gov.uk" �sthompson@ealing.gov.uk�  T. 020 8825 7372





Useful documents:





The following documents can be found on the Ealing Grid for Learning website  � HYPERLINK "http://www.egfl.org.uk" �www.egfl.org.uk�, in the Healthy Schools Section, under domestic violence.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.egfl.org.uk/categories/pupil/domviol/" �http://www.egfl.org.uk/categories/pupil/domviol/� 





Domestic Violence: Guidance for Schools 


Top Tips for Schools


Ealing’s PSHE/SEAL curriculum
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