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Pathway to become a 
school business leader 

Level 2 
Bookkeeping in 
education 
Bookkeeping in 
education 

Level 2 
ILM certificate in leadership 
and team skills
ILM certificate in leadership 
and team skills

Level 3
ILM  Award  
Leadership & 
Management 

ILM  Award  
Leadership & 
Management 

Level 3
Administering 
finance in 
education 

Administering 
finance in 
education 

Level 3
School administration 
foundation certificate 
School administration 
foundation certificate 

Level 3

Business administrator 
apprenticeship

Level 4
Diploma for school 
business manager
Diploma for school 
business manager

Level 4
School business 

professional 
apprenticeship 

School business 
professional 

apprenticeship 

Level 5
CIPD people 

management
CIPD people 

management Level 5
Diploma for school 
business leaders
Diploma for school 
business leaders

Level 5
ILM award  leadership 
and management
ILM award  leadership 
and management

Level 5
CIPFA diploma in school 
financial and operational 
leadership

CIPFA diploma in school 
financial and operational 
leadership

Level 6
Chartered 
manager 
degree 
apprenticeship

Chartered 
manager 
degree 
apprenticeship

Level 7
Certificate 
Strategic 
Educational 
Leadership

Certificate 
Strategic 
Educational 
Leadership

Level 7
Senior leadership apprenticeship 
for school business leader’s 
(degree) 

Senior leadership apprenticeship 
for school business leader’s 
(degree) 

Level 7
CIPD advanced diploma in people 
management for school business 
leader’s

CIPD advanced diploma in people 
management for school business 
leader’s

You are 
qualified 
You are 
qualified 

Career pathway: Administrator to school business manager
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